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greatest assistance being given by the Maharajas
of Cashmere, Gwalior, Patiala, and others.

As the Master of Elibank said in the House
of Commons last session : " The scheme of Imperial
Service troops, introduced in 1889, was based on
offers made by Indian Princes to contribute
towards the defence of India; and was established
on the principle that the maintenance of these
troops by Indian Princes in their territories should
be voluntary. The voluntary nature of the under-
takings on which the system is based has always
been recognised." The contrary has just been
stated in a mischievous little book called " India/1
by Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P., in which it is sug-
gested or implied that native princes are forced
to keep their troops for the benefit of the British
in India. Not indeed that there is in any case,
as the ruling chiefs themselves are the first to
acknowledge, anything other than complete identity
of interest.

The Presidency armies of Bombay, Bengal,
and Madras, the original administrative divisions
of what was then the Indian Empire, first began
with the enrolment of Sepoys in 1748 by Major
Stringer Lawrence in order to fight the French.

Each army was distinct and self-contained, and
under leaders like Clive the men soon showed
their fighting powers.

After the battle  of Plassey the Sepoy forces